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When designing an 
outdoor room, an 
outdoor fireplace is 

becoming a must.
In the recent Hot Spots 

research study by Napoleon, 
when consumers were asked 
where they would like to have 
a fireplace in their next home, 
35% indicated the backyard. 

According to the 2015 Res-
idential Landscape Architec-
ture Design Trends survey, 
fire pits and fireplaces were 
considered popular Out-
door Room elements by 78% 
of landscape architects sur-
veyed. 

The Hearth, Patio and Bar-
becue Association has been 
t r a c k i n g  O u t d o o r  R o o m 
trends for over a decade and 

list fireplaces and fire pits as 
mainstays.

As with interior fireplaces, 
an outdoor fireplace can be 
used as a heat source, an 
ambient feature or a focal 
point.

Fire pits, fireplaces and 
patio heaters all provide heat. 
While patio heaters offer con-
venience, and may run on 
propane or electricity, they 
offer little ambiance.

Fire pits are a gathering 
point in many backyards, and 
may run on wood, propane or 
natural gas. Which you choose 
will depend on access to fuel, 
cost, and local by-laws, which 
may prohibit open fires or 
burning wood.

With natural gas, you need 

to run a gas line to the pit, 
which may be prohibitive if 
you aren’t planning a major 
overhaul of your backyard. 
Outdoor fireplaces have tradi-
tionally been built using wood 
or natural gas and have the 
same limitations as fire pits. 

While providing ambiance 
and a focal point, both fire 
pits and fireplaces that burn 
gas or wood have limitations 
for controlling heat. If they are 
burning, they are hot, whether 
you need heat or not.

Imagine sitting outside on 
a summer night, and turning 
on the fire for ambiance, but 
being so hot that you have to 
move away. 

I spoke with Jeanne Grier, 
President of Stylish Fireplaces 
(www.stylishfireplaces.ca), a 
retailer in the Toronto area to 
get the scoop on outdoor elec-
tric fireplaces.

Until recently, electric fire-
places weren’t an option for 
outdoor use. However, as they 
have gained acceptance for 
indoor use and become the 
fastest growing fireplace cat-
egory in North America, man-
ufacturers are broadening 

their product lines. Amantii 
has developed a line of elec-
tric fireplaces that have been 
tested for indoor and outdoor 
use. 

Homeowners are embrac-
ing outdoor electric fireplaces 
for the same reasons they are 
turning to indoor electric fire-
places:
• They are affordable and cost 
a fraction of a gas or wood-
burning fireplace to purchase 
and install.
• They operate with LED lights, 
which use less than a penny 
per hour of electricity to run 
the fireplace without heat, and 
less than 20 cents per hour to 
run with the heater on full.
• They may be operated with 
or without heat so you can 
enjoy the flames year-round.
• They are easy to install. You 
need a regular 120-volt outlet 
on a dedicated line and do not 
need a vent, chimney or gas 
line.
• They are safe. The glass will 
never get hot enough to burn 
hands. Because there is no 
combustion, there is no risk 
of carbon monoxide and no 
impact on air quality.

R e a d i l y  av a i l a b l e  i n  a 
broad range of  sizes and 
styles without custom-order-
ing, they offer a range of 
choices, like logs and crys-
tals, as well as colourful light 
effects.

If you’re planning an out-
door room, don’t forget the 
fire feature!

— Recognized for her classic 
taste and eclectic style, 

Evelyn Eshun is a Toronto-
based interior designer 

with more than 15 years 
experience creating custom 

design projects for the 
residential market. Visit her 
at www.evelyneshun.com.
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Homeowners are embracing outdoor electric fireplaces 
because they are affordable and operate at a fraction of the 

cost of a gas or wood-burning fireplace.
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Wh e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 
driveways, I am not a 
fan of using interlock 

for the entire space. 
I  have  s e ve ra l  reas on s 

why — often interlock is 
installed without a proper 
base. We know that in our 
climate with lots of freeze-
thaw periods, a patio needs 
at least 8-10”s of drainage 
gravel (base) to ensure that 
water isn’t being trapped 
under the stones.

When water accumulates 
and then freezes, the whole 
patio can heave and shift. A 
driveway needs a base that 
is even deeper so that it can 
handle the freezing cycle, 
but also so that the weight of 
the car doesn’t compress the 
stones or the ice.

I also find that smaller pav-
ing stones are more easily 
moved by the weight of a car, 
allowing for more gaps, which 
always seem to fill with weeds. 

So when Tracy Moore from 
City-tv’s Cityline asked me to 
interlock her driveway, I gave 
her a few alternative options 
to choose from.

• Paving the driveway with 
concrete. Studies show that 
a properly installed concrete 
driveway has the best lon-
gevity of all of the driveway 
surfaces of around 30 years. 
Unfortunately, it has some 
pretty big downfalls.

Unless properly sealed, gas 
and oil spills are very obvious 
on a concrete drive. Although 
concrete has less mainte-
nance, if you do have to make 

any repairs, the patches will 
never match exactly to the 
weathered original.  Concrete 
pricewise comes in around 
the middle with companies 
pricing between $5 and $12 
per foot.

•  Choosing asphalt for 
your driveway. Asphalt is the 
most economical option (next 
to gravel) for paving your 
driveway coming in approx-
imately between $4 and $8 
per foot. Asphalt doesn’t last 
as long as concrete, however 
a well-installed drive can get 
you around 20 years of use.

Unfortunately, asphalt is 
going to require more mainte-
nance than concrete however, 
general upkeep on asphalt is 
easier and cheaper than con-
crete. The other great part, 
patches can be easily hidden 
with a dark sealer. For home-
owners concerned about the 
environment, using recycled 
asphalt is also an option. 

• Large paving stones in 
the driveway.  We are start-
ing to see very big pavers spe-
cifically designed for drive-
ways coming into the mar-
ketplace. These interlock 
stones are both heavier and 

dimensionally larger so that 
they are better suited for han-
dling the wear-and-tear that a 
vehicle puts on them. As the 
most expensive option com-
ing in between $15 and $20 
per ft, the beauty of an inter-
lock driveway is undeniable. 
Repair to individual stones is 
also quite easy. You can either 

pop one out and replace it, or 
even just flip it over to hide 
the stain.

In the end, it doesn’t mat-
ter which option you choose if 
the base of the driveway isn’t 
done properly. When hiring 
a reputable contractor, make 
sure they clearly explain what 
is going under you driveway.

In Tracy’s case, she went 
with Rinox’s  Charcoal Proma 
Xl and I think you will agree, 
it’s stunning.

— Carson Arthur is an 
outdoor design and lifestyle 

expert and TV personality. 
Visit him at  

www.carsonarthur.com.
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Coming in at a cost between $15 and $20 per sq. ft., large, interlocking paving stones  
are more expensive but its beauty is undeniable.


